
Sermon Notes | Choose Godly Leadership - Deuteronomy 17:9 - 21 

God’s people need godly leadership—prophets, priests, and kings—because our 
hearts are prone to deception and pride. Christ is the ultimate leader, and we are 
called to follow His example. 

I. We Need Godly Leadership 

(Deuteronomy 17:8–13; 19:1–21:23)  

“If any case arises requiring decision… too difficult for you, then you shall arise and 
go… to the Levitical priests and to the judge…” (17:8–9) 

God provided a system of justice through priests and judges to guide His people 
when human judgment fell short. Their authority was meant to reflect His. 

●​ Leadership maintains justice and order 
○​ Cities of Refuge (19:1–13) 
○​ Property Boundaries (19:14) 
○​ Witnesses and Justice (19:15–21) 
○​ Warfare Instructions (20:1–21:14) 
○​ Inheritance Rights (21:15–17) 
○​ Handling Rebellion (21:18–21) 
○​ Honoring the Dead (21:22–23) 

Without godly leadership, people act “presumptuously” (17:12–13)—following their 
own wisdom instead of God’s. 

Deception Runs Deep 

●​ Self-deception – “The heart is deceitful above all things…” (Jer. 17:9) 
●​ Satanic deception – “He is a liar and the father of lies.” (John 8:44) 
●​ Worldly deception – “Don’t be taken captive by hollow philosophy.” (Col. 2:8) 
●​ False teachers – “Beware of false prophets…” (Matt. 7:15) 

II. Principles of Godly Leadership 

(Deuteronomy 17:14–18:22) 

“I will raise up for them a prophet like you… I will put my words in his mouth.” 
(18:18) 



A. Kings 

●​ Beware craving worldly leadership – “Like all the nations around us…” (17:14) 
●​ Avoid the traps of money, power, and pleasure – (17:16–17) 
●​ Read Scripture daily – “He shall read in it all the days of his life…” (17:19) 
●​ Remain humble and obedient – “That his heart may not be lifted above his 

brothers…” (17:20) 

B. Priests 

●​ Lead with integrity, not financial gain 

“They shall have no inheritance… the Lord is their inheritance.” (18:1–2) 

C. Prophets 

●​ Speak only what God says 

“I will put my words in his mouth… Whoever will not listen… I will require it.” 
(18:18–19) 

III. Christ Is the Ultimate Leader 

“Shepherd the flock of God… not under compulsion, but willingly… being 
examples to the flock.” (1 Peter 5:1–4) 

Jesus fulfills all three roles perfectly: 

●​ Prophet – Speaks God’s word as the Word made flesh. 
●​ Priest – Offers Himself as a sacrifice and intercedes for us. 
●​ King – Rules with justice, humility, and eternal authority. 

Application 

●​ Choose godly leadership to follow​
 Who shapes your decisions? Do they lead you toward God’s Word?​
 

●​ Choose godly leadership as you lead​
 Are you imitating Christ in your example, humility, and dependence on 
Scripture? 

“You shall not turn aside… either to the right hand or to the left.” (Deut. 
17:11)  



Discussion Guide | Choose Godly Leadership - Deuteronomy 17:9 - 21 

 

Read Deuteronomy 17:8–13 

●​ Do you feel like you need leadership? Why or why not?​
 

●​ What kind of leadership have you had in your life? How has it shaped you?​
 

Read Deuteronomy 17:14–18:22 

●​ In what ways does this passage challenge or invite you to grow as a 
leader—whether in your family, work, church, or friendships?​
 

●​ How does this vision of godly leadership shift how you view authority, 
influence, or power?​
 

Read 1 Peter 5:1–4 

●​ What does it mean to you that Jesus is called the chief Shepherd?​
 

●​ What are some practical ways you can be led by Jesus in your everyday 
life—this week, in particular? 
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